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USMTN 

PASS STR ELECTRONICALLY FOR INFO 

BONN PASS AMBASSADORS STRAUSS, MCDONALD, AND WOLFF 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, MTN, YU 

SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

1 . AT 1 :00 P.M. JULY 14, DR. PETAR TOMIC, SPEAKING ON 
BEHALF OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN THE 
TOKYO ROUND, ISSUED THE FOLLOWING PRESS STATEMENT: 

BEGIN TEXT 

(1) DEVELOPING COUNTRIES HAVE SEEN THE STATEMENT BY 
SOME MAJOR TRADING NATIONS ON JULY 13, 1978. 

(2) DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WERE NOT CONSULTED ON THE 
FRAMEWORK OF UNDERSTANDING ON THE TOKYO ROUND ISSUED UNDER 
A STATEMENT BY SOME MAJOR TRADING NATIONS ON 13 JULY 1978. 
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A COMPLETE AND BALANCED ASSESSMENT ON THE CURRENT STATUS 
OF THE TDKYO ROUND NEGOTIATIONS CAN ONLY BE MADE WITH THE 
FULL PARTICIPATION OF ALL COUNTRIES INVOLVED. 

(3) THE STATEMENT BY SOME MAJOR TRADING NATIONS DOES 
NOT ADEQUATELY REFLECT CERTAIN ISSUES OF MAJOR CONCERN TO 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND HAS OMITTED OTHERS, SUCH AS: 
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TROPICAL PRODUCTS 

- THE PRINCIPLE THAT SAFEGUARD ACTIONS SHOULD NOT 
DISCRIMINATE AGAINST DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

- THE RIGHT OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO USE 
SUBSIDIES IN THEIR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES 

- IMPROVEMENT OF ARTICLE XVIII (GOVERNMENT 
ASSISTANCE TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT) IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 
FUTURE TRADING SYSTEM 

- ELIMINATION OF QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS 
AFFECTING THE TRADE OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN PRODUCTS 
OF MAIOR INTEREST TO THEM. 

(4) A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT TEXTS REFERRED TO IN THE 
STATEMENT BY SOME MAIOR TRADING PARTNERS AS A BASIS FOR 
FINALIZATION OF NEGOTIATIONS IN DIFFERENT AREAS WERE 
PREPARED WITHOUT AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION 
BY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND THUS CONTAIN ELEMENTS WHICH 
MAY SERIOUSLY AFFECT TRADING INTERESTS OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. CONSEQUENTLY, FUTURE AGREEMENT IN SUCH 
AREAS WILL REQUIRE FULL PARTICIPATION OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. 
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(5) THE JOINT STATEMENT, WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT 
THERE ARE UNCERTAINTIES WITH REGARD TO OFFERS IN IMPOR- 
TANT SECTORS, REFERS TO THE NEED FOR REACHING RECIPROCAL 
BALANCE AMONG THEMSELVES. THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
SERIOUSLY APPREHEND THAT SOME SECTORS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE 
TO THEM MAY BE LEFT OUT OR RECEIVE POOR TREATMENT IN THE 
PROCESS. 

(6) FURTHERMORE, THE STATEMENT BY SOME MAJOR TRADING 
PARTNERS DOES NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT THE PRESENT STATE OF 
NEGOTIATIONS ON CERTAIN KEY ISSUES, SUCH AS, IN AGRICUL- 
TURE, WHEAT, MEAT, DAIRY AND OTHER PRODUCTS. 

(7) THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES MUST EXPRESS THEIR 
APPREHENSION THAT THE BALANCE SHEET OF NEGOTIATIONS COULD 
BE NEGATIVE BOTH IN SUBSTANTIVE AND NORMATIVE AREAS. 

THEY STRESS THAT IN THE REMAINING MONTHS THE NEGOTIATIONS 
MUST BE CONDUCTED WITH MORE REGARD FOR THE IMPORTANT 
PRINCIPLES OF TRANSPARENCY AND FULL PARTICIPATION BY ALL 
PARTICIPANTS. 

(8) ON THEIR PART, THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WILL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONTINUE TO MAKE ALL THE NECESSARY EFFORTS TO ASSURE THE 
SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION OF THE MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS IN THE SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME, FOR ATTAINMENT OF 
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE TOKYO DECLARATION. 

THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS CAUSES 
DEEP CONCERN AS REGARDS THE MOST IMPORTANT INTERESTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. OFFERS 
ON TARIFF AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES ARE FAR FROM THE 
OBJECTIVES OUTLINED IN THE TOKYO DECLARATION. END TEXT. 

2. TOMIC'S RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS WERE MORE POSITIVE IN 
TONE THAN THE TEXT OF STATEMENT ITSELF. HE SAID, INTER 
ALIA, THE LDC'S WANT TO PERSUADE THE OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
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THAT "OUR INTERESTS ARE IN THEIR INTERESTS" AND "WHETHER 
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BONN PASS AMBASSADORS STRAUSS, MCDONALD, AND WOLFF 

OR NOT AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED DEPENDS ON POLITICAL WILL; 
THE LDC'S ARE OPTIMISTIC. 1 ' CULBERT 
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